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DR. CHARLES F. TAYLOR'S | 
“LOCALIZED MOVE 


NO, BITE 


NEW 


MENTS,” 


159 


AVENUE, 


YORK. 


treatment having become fully established in the confidence of the profession and the public, and the 


number seeking its benefits exceeding the accommodation afforded at the Cooper Institute, as well as the 


ability of one physician properly to attend to the diverse requirements of such cases as come within its scope, 


Tins 


the undersigned have associated together for the purpose of still further developing the resources, and extending 
the available capacity of this too long neglected department of medical science, and have removed to the 


commodious apartments above designated, 


Physicians in general practice have neither the time nor the facilities for carrying out a system of local 


exercise for their patients, 
} 


a 


Such a system is distinetly indicated in two general classes of disease: First, as the 
wious and principal means in cases of deformity, and affections of the motor apparatus; and, secondly, as an 


important adjuvant in the treatment of various chronic derangements, which, by reason of the attendant depres- 


sion of the nervous system, or some local impediment, preclude adequate general exercise. 


system, many cascs would be, virtually, left untreated. 


Without such a 


Aiming therefore, in the pursuance of this specialty, not only to supply an admitted want of the present, but 
to add a permanent element to legitimate therapeutics, we expect, as heretofore, the cordial co-operation of our 


professional friends, 


) ae ’ ° 1 
Berkshire Medical College. 
raw) 
FACULTY, 
Hi. Hf. CHILDS, M.D., President, and Emeritus Professor of Theory and 
Practice of Medicine. 
TIMOTILY CHILDS, M.D., Professor of Surgery. 
HENKY M. SEELY, M.D., Professor of Chemistry and Toxicology. 
COKRYDON L. FORD, M.D., Professor of Anatomy. 
Rh. CRESSON STLLES, Professor of Physiology and Pathology, 
WM. HENRY THAYER, M.D., Professor of Theory and Practice of Me- 
dicine. 
WM. P. SEYMOUR, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics, and Diseases of Wo- 
men and Children. 
WM. WARKEN GREENE, M.D., Professor of Military Surgery and 
Materia Medica. s 
E. B. LYON, M.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 
The forty-first annual course of Lectures in this Institution will com- 
mence on the first Thursday in August next, and continue sixteen weeks, 
The Summer Reading Term, gratuitous to those who attend the Lecture 
Course, will commence June 25th, and continue until the beginning of the 
Regular Term. 
It is intended that the instruction shall be eminently thorough in every 
department, 
A fuli Course of Lectures will be given on Military Surgery and Hy- 
giene, Medical and Surgieal Clinics are held twice a week 5 
Fres.—For the several Courses of Lectures $50; for those who have 
already attended two full Courses of Leetures in Regular Incorporated 
Medical Schools, $10. Matriculation Ticket, $3. Students who have at- 
tended two full courses at this Institution will only be required to matri- 
culate, 
Graduation Fee, $18; Library Fee, $1. 
For further information and cirenlar, address 


WM. WARKEN GREENE, M.D., Dean, 
Pirrsrie.p, Mass., April 16, 1863, 


''’o the Medical Professi 
o the Medical Profession.—Dr. I. 
Paricot, Honorary Professor of the University of Brussels, late Com- 
missioner in Lunacy, and Superintendent of Gheel, has opened an Insti- 
tution at Yonkers, Weston. Co., N. Y., for the cure of mental and nervous 
diseases, The house is situated in a delightful and retired spot near the 
Hudson with vast grounds and gardens. The system employed in this 
new institution (that of free air and family life) is based upon the moral 
and physical liberty of the patients who voluntarily submit to medical 
treatment, 

Dr. P. is permitted to give for his references several gentlemen of the 
highest scientific authority, and Superintendents of Asylums of the United 
States. In town he may be consulted at Dr. Elsberg’s office, 153 West 
15th street, on Tuesdays and Saturdays, for mental diseases and medico- 
legal questions, : 


CILARLES F. TAYLOR, M.D., 
BENJAMIN LEE, M.D. 


FIRST PREMIUM 
SIX CURRENT 
ELECTRO-MAGNETIC MACHINE. 


Ir has the approval and appreciation of all medical men who have used 
them. ‘The diploma (first premium) was awarded for these machines at 
the last New York State Fair (1862), and at the fair of the Franklin 
Institute (Syracuse), February, 1563. The portable or pocket machine 
will have the six currents—a really superior machine in a very small 
compass. 


CAUTION.—A competitor in business has published.that our machines 
have not six currents, but are similar to the torpedo machine with one 
current produced in different parts of the instrument. This assertion 
is founded either in ignorance or bad faith, The six currents are pro- 
duced by combinations of three distinct helices, two of which are of 
fine wire, and the principle, which we have secured by letters patent, 
applies to any number of helices, and these currents can not be pro- 
duced by other manufacturers without infringing onr patent. Our 
machine is greatly different from the so called To-and-Fro Machine, 
which is not patented, and when the maker of it applied for a patent 
he positively swore that the principle had not before beer produced; 
but when the patent was refused he claimed, that it was “ made on the 
ens gl of the machine patented in 1550, which machine was compa- 
ratively without value, and the market would not receive them! 


#20 REWARD.—We will give a complete machine like the one he 
is selling, and also a reward of $20, for a helix alone of that kind 
labelled by the manufacturer to the effect that it is patented. We 
desire to get one in our possession. 


CAUTION.—The “ fifty drop batteries” (two small batteries connected) 
sent out by this party were made after one which he had examined of 
ours in the hands of a physician in Bond street in 1859, and called by 
this party “ fitty drop battery!! **‘ fifty drop battery!!!” 


CAUTION.—The cuts which this party has been using in advertise 
ments to represent a case of spinal curvature, we can prove, by the 
engraver who made them, were copied from ours with slight alterations, 
and ours are genuine—Lossing & Barritt, engravers, sent an artist to the 
patient at our request. We can prove these things. 

CAUTION.—Those who feel disposed to commit themselves against 
the possibility of six currents should wait a little—for, indeed, some 
who had committed themselves against it have discovered their error. 

Address, 
Dr. JEROME KIDDER, 
429 & 545 Broadway, N. Y. 
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LECTURES ON 
NEW REMEDIES AND THEIR THERAPEU- 
TICAL APPLICATIONS. 

DELIVERED AT THE 

NEW YORK MEPICAL COLLEGE AND CHARITY HOSPITAL. 

By SAMUEL R. PERCY, M.D., 
PROFESSOR OF MATERIA MEDICA AND THERAPEUTICS, 

LECTURE X. 

ON THE USE OF VERATLUM VIRIDE AS A MEANS OF ARRIVING AT 


A CORRECT DIAGNOSIS IN DISEASES OF THE HEART AND 
LUNGS, 





GerNTLEMEN :—I purpose to-day to relate to you the symp- 
toms I found present in a case of disease of the heart. I 
will then give you the treatment I adopted for their ame- 
lioration, and, as far as time will permit, explain to you 
the action of the remedy used, and how by this action a 
clear and correct diagnosis could be determined, when 
previous to this administration of the remedy it was almost 
impossible to arrive at an accurate diagnosis. 

James Cunningham, et. 40, a day-laborer, About four 
years ago he had acute rheumatism: since then he has 
complained of impeded and difficult respiration, accom- 
panied with more or less palpitation. These symptoms 
have increased in severity, until at present he is hardly 
able to move. The first inspection of this man’s face gives 
one a thrill of pain, for intense suffering is so plainly 
imprinted upon it: the eyes have a wild and anxious 
look, the mouth is partly opened, the nostrils are dilated ; 
and these and other marked alterations from the aspect of 
the features while at rest, are all produced by one neces- 
sity, that of better respiration. In a word, we have dys- 
pnea. If we stop to count the breathing, we find he has 
trom forty-seven to fifty respirations in a minute, and we 
see that this dyspnoea differs greatly in character from the 
dyspnoea of asthma or pneumonia; it is rather of a gasp- 
ing, strangling character. The throat and chest are bare, 
the arms are rested and poised so as to give the muscles of 
the chest every opportunity to perform their functions. 
As you watch him you see that he makes no effort 
at motion, or rather that he tries to avoid making the 
slightest effort, for fear that it will increase his dyspnoea; 
that he even avoids speaking, and looks to others to an- 
swer questions for him. Sick as this man looks and feels, 
he is not in bed, but is seated ina large arm-chair, with his 
feet upon a pillow, and we learn upon inquiry that he has 
not lain down, or hardly been out of that chair for a week, 
and that during that time he has scarcely slept for a 
minute; that although intensely sleepy, the minute his 
eyes close in sleep he awakes with a sudden start, and a 
gasp as if suffocation were imminent. As we sit quietly 
watching him for a few moments, we see a drowsiness 
gradually creeping over him, we see his eyelids close, and 
for a moment or two we can fancy his breathing easier, 
and he looks as though he might sleep, but in an instant 
he starts and gasps for breath, and again that look of the 
horror of suffocation overspreads his face. 

We see, then, that in addition to dyspnoea, or difficulty 
of breathing, he has orthopnea, an inability to assume a 
recumbent posture during sleep without producing a strug- 
gle for breath. : 


Let us now attend to the state of the pulse. The moment | 


the finger is applied to his radial artery we find the pulse 
is a most peculiar one. Instead of the steady beat we find 
in health, we here have what is usually called a jerking or 
leaping pulse. It feels as though the impetus given had 
not been completed, and as two or three fingers are spread 
over any of the larger arteries, there is a serpentine, wrig- 








which may be felt, may be plainly seen, if any of the arte- 
ries, either large or small, be closely watched, and it will 
then be noticed that the arteries have assumed a very tor- 
tuous appearance, The bowels are costive, the urine is 
secreted in small quantities, and it is of a dark red color, 
containing large quantities of purpurate of ammonia. There 
is a dry, teasing, irritative cough. The feet and legs are 
much swollen, and we learn that the swelling has much 
increased within the last few days, and that it has pro- 
gressed upwards. What do all these symptoms tell us ? 
To a jumor student they explain little of the cause of the 
disease, but to one of experience every symptom is full of 
information! The peculiar, serpentine, wriggling pulse, 
that 1 have described, is always indicative of one peculiar 
disease of the heart, and wherever you find this pulse you 
| may safely pronounce that there is regurgitation—aortic 
regurgitation. How shall we prove this to be the facet in 
this individual case? You will say that auscultation and 
| percussion will plainly settle this point! As with difficulty 
we get the man into such a position as to listen to the 
heart, we are struck with the tumultuous amalgamation of 
sounds and murmurs, and with the closest intensity and 
nicest perception we are utterly unable to state positively 
what we do hear. With a rapid respiration of filty in the 
minute, and a pulsation too fast to count, how is it possible 
to arrive at anything like a correct diagnosis? We plainly 
hear an unnatural murmur, but it is utterly impossible to 
define its character, or tell with which sound of the heart 
it occurs, 
It is precisely in this state of disease that the medicine 
that I have mentioned, veratrum viride, is of such ines- 
timable value to us, not only in ameliorating the symp- 
toms, but in enabling us to arrive at a correct diagnosis, 
As this man is in a critical condition, and as the medicine 
we propose giving him is a powertul sedative, it will be 
necessary to give it with caution, and watch the state of 
the pulse from hour to hour. I will commence with a dose 
of three minims of the concentrated tincture, the formula 
for which I will give you hereafter. Upon returning in an 
hour, although the pulse cannot be counted, it is evident- 
ly more regular than before, the respirations are now torty- 
two in the minute, and the patient thinks he feels a little 
easier, We now give him two minims every hour for 
three successive hours, when we see him again, The pulse 
can now be counted 132 beats in the minute, but it re- 
quires great attention, or you readily lose the count; the re- 
spiration is vertainly much easier, and is thirty-seven in the 
minute. The man says he is already easier than he has been 
for a week, but he dares not trust himself to sleep for fear of 
the orthopnoeal paroxysm. Leaving him now in the care ofan 
intelligent friend, we shall not see him again till morning. As 
we see him at ten a.m., eighteen hours since the adminis- 
tration of the first dose of veratrum viride, we find a very 
marked change. We learn that he took two minims every 
hour until midnight; he then felt a little nausea; and he 
has taken two minims every two hours since midnight. 
The pulse has gradually decreased in frequency, being now 
about ninety in the minute, and the respirations thirty- 
one. Since midnight he has slept at intervals of fifteen to 
twenty minutes at a time, and wakes up with a struggle. 
He has also stood on his feet several times to have his 
cushion shaken up; the urine has been passed in much 
larger quantity. I now direct that four minims of the 
tincture, combined with one-eighth of a grain of sulphate 
of morphia, be given him at ten, eleven, and twelve o'clock, 
and I will see him again before one o'clock. You will find, 
as you use veratrum viride more frequently, that you will 
occasionally need to give it in full doses without inducing 
nausea, and with this object in view you will combine it 
with morphia. The morphia again has another adjuvant 
action: it lessens the number of respirations when given 
in combination with veratrum more readily than either 
remedy will do alone. And now, at one o'clock, in what 
state do we find our patient? He still sits erect in the 
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gling sensation conveyed to them, and this sensation, 
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chair, but his head has fallen back, and he is sound asleep ; 


American Medical Times, 


re ONLY 


difference 
our last examination, 
d. now every 
ed with the ¢ 
7 younpe 


Marked 


ound 


s]0n 

weart, and that 
ised a downward 
ith dlyspui 


, which 
‘e now pla 
llowing th 
he move- 
: 
=10OWw, 


miber t hat 

rum we cc uld 

Now we plain] 
sts is not dene: I 

vs, but on want of 

We spo ke 

but 


+ 


pre- 


r 


t ] 
‘ heal 


1 Within the pulmonary vessels, 


ai 
1 continues, 


iticed it: and it 
free ex ration of viscid 
nd the complete 


to 


ary couch, rhe cough s 
ret n¢ 


tly as when we fit 
there is quite 


is no 
peck¢ 
» is no pus with it, ; > absence 
I that no 
as the cause of the 
gish- 
reted 
is of a brighter yellow 
given diuretics, but 
incubating. for 
re of blood throuch 
draini ng off of the proper quan- 
tag chet of non-renewal of fresh 
ifficient quantity to part with its 

| lungs had not 


a. 3 
blood to present 


assure us 


yspnora, > passive conye 

he circulating fluid. The kidr 
very a ore quantities of fluid, and it 
color. ‘This is not 
owing to the relief we 


m caused by slug 
leys now hi 


ness of t Ave SEK 
we have 
given to 
previously the slow and in ipertect passas 


kidneys prevented the 


bee ‘AUSe 

have the 
the 
tity 


the 


Ine 
meys inated, 


ich bone hee in all his symptoms, 
l “h 1 e] eve d: 
h nm; the ¢ 


uu see that it 1 


In quality 
1 
nd our patient mit 
» dyspnoea is m 
sent has left 
watch him, y 


d eS COULLIS 


he « rthopnora for the oe 
and if ys 
1ow scarcely troubles him if he 
free in quantity ; he 
hungry ; and all this relief has 
been ‘brought about in twenty -one hout 's by the administra- 


ugh i less frequent, 


the urine is can move, 


and complains of feeling 


tion of thirty-seven minims of my concentrated tincture of 
Now, how has this small qué anti ty of 


veratrum viride! 
medicine produced this amelioration? Weh 
‘tore explained to you that veratrum vi is the best 
rterial sedative that we possess; that when judiciously 
j ‘red it regulates the action of the heart, and brings 

its normal standard, It lessens the irritabi ility of the 
whole vascular system, and causes the blood to flow more 
readily and quietly. It does this not ot: nly by its action 
upon the heart, but, as we have demonstrated. by its action 
on the blood-vessels and upon the blood itself” 
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Its seda- 
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‘ls I have demonstrated in 
stances, and I have witnessed a marked change in 

blood during the action of this remedy. 


wter of the 
culiar changes jn the action of the heart and blood- 


tive action upon the blood-vess 


sels, and the alteration in the character of the blood, by 
viride, I must leave till another lecture. The 
notice in the case I have related is, a gradual 
the rapidity of the circulation, and, conse- 
y, a great relief from the op pressive dyspnoea, As 
ireu lation more quiet, we plainly notice a 
izh contraction of the aortic valves, and, 
rl we have not in any way cured the organic lesion, 
have to a very marked extent relieved the functional 
disturbance. And not only have we relieved our patient 
u intense suffering, but (whereas when we first saw him 
it was utterly impossible by auscultation or percussion to 
form any diagnosis as to the extent or « haracter of his dis- 
euse) We can now, while he is under the influence of our 
remedy, form a clear, accurate, and correct diagnosis, with- 
out difficulty and without danger. 
, since 1856, been in the habit of preparing every 
whose heart or lungs I have wished to exa- 
*, With small and proper doses of veratrum viride, and 
us I have been enabled to arrive at a clear 
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action we 
subsidence Bes 
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and 
1 diagnosis of cases of incipient phthisis, pleuritis, pneu- 
liseases of the heart, ete., that I could not clearly 
vithout the previous preparation of the patient 
his remedy, owing to functional disturbances or other 
There are many persons who are exa- 
ned for these diseases where it is almost impossible to 
arrive at any correct diagnosis in the early stages of disease, 
at which time only tre att nent can bee mpec cted to be of much 
winak ne to even slight functional disturbances, which 
tely mask or re uder obscure the signs that without 
sturbing causes would be readily recognised. Now 
veratrum viride quiets these functional disturbances, lessens 
the rapidity of the circulation, tranquillizes the respiration, 
and thus so moderates these functions that the mind can 
readily define and arrange the sounds that are communicated 
to the ear. I give you this new means of diagnosis as the 
results of my own investigati I am not aware that it 
has ever been practised, except by those to whom I have 
amreeree ated it. I need not impress upon you its vast 
miportance, for by means of this practice you may always 
know what you are treating, and you will ‘find that that is 
no slight gain in your ability to in form your patient of what 
he may expect from your treatment. This new means of 
diagnosis will be of inestims ible value to the Life Insurance 
Companies in all cases of doubtful diseases of the chest. 

But let me in a few words finish what I have to say on 
the treatment of the patient before us, and I must leave 
farther discussion of the interesting subject matter before 
us to another lecture. 

As soon as our patient had entirely overcome all feelings 
of nausea, half a grain of elaterium was administered to 
him. It produced a large watery evacuation, and greatly 
relieved the oedematous condition of the By small 
doses of veratrum viride, cautiously administered whenever 
dyspnoea became troublesome, by the administration of half 
a grain of elaterium every third day, and by the use of the 
vegetable tonics, and a nutritious, but carefully watched 
diet, our patient is out and about his ordinary occupation, 
but he has to be very careful, or the orthopneeal struggles 
prevent him from sleeping at night. He will probably die 
suddenly. I have merely related this case as a means of 
interesting you in the new method of diagnosis I have 
proposed to you. It was more easy for me to bring it 
you in this way. 
the concentrated tincture of which I have spoken, I 
found that which is usually sold in the drug stores 
the name of Norwood’s Tincture, of very uncertain 

strength, scarcely ever being alike in two different stores, 

and I think a great deal of the want of uniformity com- 
plained of with this remedy, is owing to the imperfect man- 
' ner in which the tincture | have spoken of is made. From 
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the many experiments I have performed I have found that 
the medicinal principle of the root is contained in the resin. 
To obviate all difficulties of the uncertainty of strength, I 


have prepared the tincture I have been in the habit of 


using, after the following formula, and have always found 
it uniform in strength. 
CONCENTRATED TINCTURE OF VERATRUM VIRIDE. 

Any quantity of well selected root is coarsely powdered, 
and treated with alcohol 86°, by percolation, the alcohol is 
distilled off, and the residuum evaporated to an extract 
over a water-bath until it is nearly dry, or until it ceases 
to become lighter upon being weighed at intervals of an 
hour or two, To make the tincture, one part of this ex- 
tract is dissolved in ten parts of alcohol at 86°, and fil- 
tered, 

Any good pharmaceutist can prepare this tincture, but 
if any of you wish to use it immediately, either the tincture 
or the extract can be obtained from Mr. Faber, Sixth Ave- 
nue, corner of Thirty-eighth street. 

This tineture is nearly double the strength of that called 
Norwood’s, and the medium dose is about two minims. 
I also use the pure resinoid, and a tincture prepared from 
it, of which I will speak at another time. 


MECHANISM AND TREATMENT OF LABORS 
WITH BROW AND FOREHEAD PRESENTATIONS. 
By JOSEPH MARTIN, M.D., 


OF NEW YORK. 


Tae manner in which a brow presentation is produced was 
not understood before the time of Baudeloeque. He first 
advanced the opinion that a presentation of the face is 
always preceded by that of the brow. And since then 
systematic writers on midwifery have considered the pre- 
mature separation of the chin from the breast, at the be- 
ginning of labor, as the origin of these malpositions of the 
foetal head. 

Murphy tells us that the difficulty in a brow presentation 
is slight, and can be easily removed; but that, “ when the 
forehead descends into the cavity of the pelvis, and becomes 
the presenting part, the position is so unfavorable that the 
head will be arrested, and by a continuance of pain it will 
be completely wedged.” He does not, however, explain 
satisfactorily how the head becomes arrested and wedged. 
Tyler Smith states that, “in semi-extension of the chin 
the brow presentation exists ;” and that “it is among the 
most difficult of cranial presentations.” He also states that, 
“‘when the chin is separated as far as possible from the 
chest, there will be a face presentation ;” but admits that 
“the manner in which such positions of the head are 
brought about is somewhat obscure.” Professor Simpson 
says, “When the head is not sufficiently flexed, the mo- 
mentum of the action of the uterus is received upon the 
middle or fore part of the forehead, and not upon the 
occiput, The mechanism of the labor thus comes to be 
perverted, and delay and danger may follow.” 

I will confine myself, at present, to these authors. But 
it can be easily shown, by reference to other writers on 
midwifery, that no definite opinion is entertained by the 
profession as to the exact nature of these malpositions; nor 
as to the cause of the difficulty when the foetal head be- 
comes wedged, or impacted, as it is called. Consequently, 
the modes of practice generally recommended, in such 
labors, are vague and unsatisfactory. 

Baudelocque recommends—“ pushing up the forehead, 
during pains, or drawing down the occiput by the hand or 
one blade of the forceps, or turning when the whole head 
can be pushed back, and, when that cannot be done, the 
use of the forceps or crotchet.” 
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Dr. Dewees adopted the same methods of treatment ; 
but preferred pressure upon the head in the absence of pain. 
F, H. Ramsbotham’s mode of treating such labors is—“ A 
steady pressure upon the brow until the power of the 
uteriné forces brings down the back of the head; or rota- 
tion of the head by means of several fingers.” Professor 
Simpson says, “There are but three alternatives in such a 
case, that is, rectification by raising the forehead; or the 
application of the vectis over the occiput, to bring it down ; 
or rotation by the forceps; or forcible extraction by the 
same instrument.” 

These various methods of practice, all of which are 
recommended by writers generally, except the depression 
of the occiput, adopted by Simpson and a few other modern 
accoucheurs, show that there is no uniform treatment of 
such labors, based upon a knowledge of their true mechan- 
ism, recognised by the profession, Hence the following 
question, put by the elder Ramsbotham, in relation to a 
labor of this description, is of vital significance. He asks, 
“Suppose, on watching the case, we find no advantage 
gained, no alteration in the position of the head, no advance 
from hour to hour, what then is to be done ?” 

As to pressure with the fingers upon the forehead, or 
other parts of the foetal head, for the purpose of changing 
the presentation, it is evident that the fingers cannot carry 
the chin far enough back towards the breast, except in a 
very few cases, to enable the uterine power to force the 
short arm of the cranial lever below the brim of the pelvis. 
Next, in relation to version when the head is wedged in 
the pelvis, even if it can be pushed back, the well known 
danger of the operation to mother and child, under the 
most favorable circumstances, ought to preclude its adop- 
tion. The use of the forceps in such a labor is totally inad- 
missible, For at this point of the process, as will be pre- 
sently shown, the long diameter of the head is applied to 
the superior strait of the pelvis, and traction with instru- 
ments will only increase the difficulty. As to craniotomy, 
it is only a last resort, after unfailing efforts to deliver, 
together with useless delay, have caused the death of the 
child. 

Now, the only rational method by which we can decide 
upon the proper treatment in this and other difficulties in 
cranial labors, is to ascertain, by careful observation at the 
bedside, the exact nature of the various positions of the 
foetal head, and the manner in which it is acted upon by 
the uterine power, from the beginning to the termination 
of the process. For the mechanism of a labor truly indi- 
cates the practice necessary for a favorable result. What, 
then, are the facts observed in this description of labor ? 
There is always an abnormal separation of the chin from 
the breast of the child; the occiput is, therefore, more 
or less flexed upon the nape of the neck instead of being 
fully extended as in natural labor, and the power of 
the uterus, acting in the direction of its longitudinal axis, 
is transmitted through the cervical vertebrae and cranium 
to the brow, and it becomes the presenting part at the 
superior strait. The labor pains now force the brow into 
the pelvis, because the chin is not sufficiently extended to 
constitute a face presentation; and every additional pain 
drives the head, still in that position, down into the pelvic 
cavity, until it is obstructed, 

Up to this point all authorities agree as to the mechanism 
of labors with forehead presentations. But in relation to 
the cause of the arrest, and the subsequent impaction of 
wedging, I have searched in vain for any satisfactory expla- 
nation. We must, therefore, observe the operations of 
nature in order to solve the difficulty As the semi; 
extended chin, which is the terminus of the long arm of the 
cranial lever, cannot pass into the pelvis, it is the part of 
the head first arrested by the brim, and lodged above it, 
where it is pressed downwards, and fixed by the circular 
muscular fibres of the uterus at that point. It then becomes 
the fulcrum of the lever, upon which the head turns as the 
uterine power impels the short or occipital arm towards the 
pelvic cavity, into which the forehead, the bregma, and 
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the posterior fontanclle, in succession, forced, until the 
process is checked by the ececiput, that now also rests upon 
the brim; beyond which it cannot be driven by any num- 
ber of labor-pains, nor by any amount of artificial force, 
beeanse the long diameter of the head, the mento-occl] ital, 
isapplied to the superior pelvic opening. Such 
results of my observations. 
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The forehead is now the presenting part. 
fontanclle is felt low down, 
he reached by following the 
the other side ol 
lace, except the ¢ hin, can be traced. 
s ample space for two fingers, when carried 
« brim, to sweep around the head. And it 
may be remarked, that this peculiarity constitutes the dif- 
ference between a wedged and an im} acted head, and is the 
diagnostic sign of labors with fore head presentations. For 
in face presc ntations, as in verteX Cases, the head, almost 
uniformly, passes through the superior strait before it is 
arrested, When, in consequence of its large size, uterine 
inertia, or resistance of the soft parts, it becomes station- 
ary, filling the cavity of tl 
for a single finver. 

This occasion may also be taken to state that the word 

resentation is not confined in this paper to its technical 
meaning, that is, to designate the part of the foetal head 
that presents itself at the superior strait, but indicates the 
point first touched by the examining finger, at any period 
of the process. For, as is shown above, in forehead pre- 


ie pelvis, and leaving 


gf ho space 


sentations, almost the entire face can be felt by means of 


two fingers. This is an important fact, because there is 
good reason to believe that it has led to much contusion in 
descriptions given of such labors, and not a little discre- 
pancy of opinion as to their proper treatment. And it can 
be shown, by reference to recorded cases, that on more 
than one occasion the use of the forceps, and even cranio- 
tomy, has been resorted to, when a knowledge of the true 
mechanism of such labors would have pointed unerringly 
to a more simple and sater operation. 

If the above be a correct description of the mechanism 
of labors with forehead pre sentations, the proper treatinent 
is obvious; that is, the conversion of the malposition into 
either a vertex or a face presentation, which, according to 
my experience, can be readily accomplished. The former, 
by introducing the hand, or by means of the vectis, or one 
blade of the forceps, and bringing down the occiput, when 
there will be a vertex presentation; the latter, when cir- 
cumstanees are favorable, by dislodging the chin from above 


the brim of the pelvis, in the absence of pain, by means of 


the fingers, when the face will present, and the labor will 
progress with the usual results. 
these simple operations can be resorted to with promptness, 
and with safety to mother and child, according to the cir- 
cumstances attending the labor, either when the brow sim- 
ply presents, or after the head has become wedged, what- 
ever may have been the delay, and whether the child be 
living or not. Every other mode of treatment is either 
unavailing, or dangerous to mothers, and, in most cases, 
fatal to infants. 

I have shown in my paper on “ Face Presentations,” that 
even after the fully extended chin has entered the pelvis, 
the occiput can be brought down, and the labor converted 
into a vertex presentation; and there can, therefore, be no 
difficulty in performing the operation when the chin is 
above the brim. And the following case, while it illus- 
trates the manner in which brow and forehead presenta- 
tions are produced, will show, that after the head becomes 
wedged in the pelvis, the face can easily be made to pre- 
sent, when the labor will terminate favorably. 

On the 26th of July, 1862, I was requested by Dr. Wil- 
liam J. Newman, of this city, to see a patient of his, Mrs. 
H., aged thirty-two years, in labor with her sixth child. 
All her previous labors had been unusually rapid, terminat- 
ing generally in less than an hour. When I arrived she 


had experienced very severe labor pains for upwards of 


And one or the other of 


MARTIN ON TREATMENT OF LABORS. 


| 


July 11, 1°63. 


three hours, and the head of the child had been arrested 
for more than one hour. The Doctor considered the labor 
facial, On examination per vaginam, I found that the fore- 
head presented, and was far down in the pelvic cavity. 
The chin was in relation with the left acetabulum, and the 
occiput was at the right sacro-iliae synchondrosis; the lett 
mento-iliae position. The pelvis was ample, the os uteri 
fully dilated, and all the soft parts completely relaxed. The 
anterior fontanelle was low down, and the posterior could 
be reached by following the sagittal suture upwards; the 
mouth, and every other part of the face, except the end of 
the chin, could be traced by the middle finger, and there 
was suflicient space to move the two fingers around that 
part of the head which was below the brim, 

Here was a plain case of forehead presentation, with a 
wedged head, and the occiput and chin resting above the 
brim at the termini of the right oblique diameter of the 
pelvis. The recognition of this position of the foetal head 
enabled me to decide at once, that there was a choice of 
one of two operations, by either of which the labor could 
be readily and favorably terminated. 1 could introduce the 
hand, pass it up at the mght sacro-iliac synchondrosis, curve 
the fingers over the occiput, bring it down, and turn it for- 
ward to the foramen ovale, when the child would be born 
with the vertex presenting; or, I could dislodge the chin 
from above the brim, when the labor would be changed to 
a face presentation. As the pelvis was large, the head of 
the child comparatively small, the os open, and the other 
soft parts relaxed, the labor pains being severe and in quick 
succession, I concluded to adopt the latter, as the more sim- 
ple and ready mode of treatment. Two fingers of the right 
hand were then passed over the right side of the head, 
during a pain, to the angle of the lower maxillary ; and at 
the close of the pain, when the head slightly receded, the 
point of the middle finger was slipped, with some pressure 
downwards, along the edge of the bone towards the left 
acetabulum, when, upon the recurrence of a pain, the chin 
glided below the brim; and in less than twenty minutes 
from the time I entered the room the child was born with 
the face presenting. 

The only peculiarity about the face was a distortion of 
the right corner of the mouth, which was pressed down- 
wards and backwards; and, in connexion with it, there was 
a well marked depression in the edge of the bone at the 
right angle of the chin. This was the part of the foetal 
head which was first arrested by the brim, and pressed 
down upon it by the labor-pains, after the lodgment of the 
occiput on the other side of the pelvis. And it shows that, 
in consequence of the usual obliquity of the head when it 
is about to enter the superior strait, the side of the chin, 
and not its anterior part, rested above the brim. Hence 
the great amount of force it can resist from labor-pains, or 
traction with the forceps. The mother of the child informs 
me, that “ the deformity of the mouth continued for several 
days, and the black color lasted much longer.” 

The only case that I have seen published in which the 
foetal head was injured by wedging, consequent upon a 
forehead presentation, as there is reason to believe, is re- 
lated by Cazeaux, in a note, page 442, Paris edit., 1856. 
He calls it a face presentation (mento-iliacque gauche 
transversalis), in which the membranes had been ruptured 
nine hours before he was summoned, during which time 
the forceps had been applied. Three-quarters of an hour 
after his arrival the labor terminated spontaneously. The 
child was soon reanimated, “ But,” he adds, “ on examin- 
ation of its head I detected, in the vicinity of the posterior 
fontanelle, small splinters of bone which crepitated under 
the finger; and on its dorsal side, there was an evident 
trace of a depression, distinctly marked.” 

Cazeaux believes that this injury was done after the chin 
was engaged under the pubes, in consequence of “forcible 
pressure upon the posterior part of the thorax, flexing it 
upon itself, which transmitted the uterine power directly 
upon the occiput.” But it is evident that such an injury 
could not be inflicted by labor-pains, acting in that man- 
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ner. And delivery, without additional aid, could scarcely 
have taken place after the failure of the forceps, applied 
when the chin was low down in the pelvis. It, however, 
the head was wedged in the manner described above, 
which I believe was the case, traction with the forceps 
would have caused just such a depression and fracture of 
the bone, without advancing the labor ; and then sponta- 
neous dislodgment and additional extension of the chin 
would be likely to result in delivery. 





GUNSHOT WOUND OF THE GREAT TRO- 
CHANTER. 

OF HEAD OF FEMUR—GRATIFYING 

THE USE OF DRAINAGE TUBES. 

By DAVID P. SMITH, Svrcroy, U.S.V., 


IN CHARGE OF GENERAL HOSPITAL, FAIRFAX SEMINARY, VA., 


EXSECTION RESULT FROM 


Josern Brown, Co. I, 3d Michigan, was shot through the 
left great trochanter on the 29th August, 1862, at the 
second battle of Bull Run. He lay three days on the 
field, was then taken to Centreville, and finally brought to 
Fairfax Seminary General Hospital, Va. on the 11th of 
September. 

It being deemed best to attempt to save the limb, he 
was treated in obedience to that view, the limb being 
placed in a suitable splint, and as much nourishment being 
got down as possible. I twice removed fragments of dead 
bone from both the wound of entrance and exit, and his 
improvement was so great that about the end of February 
he began to think of going home. Early in March, how- 
ever, the limb began to swell immoderately, he lost his 
appetite, his pulse became small and frequent, and the dis- 
charge from the wound, although scanty, became extremely 
fetid. Under these circumstances I deemed it best to at- 
tempt relief by operation, Accordingly, on the 21st of 
March, having first made a large exploratory incision, and 
discovered much disease, I extended it at both ends, so 
that it reached from about three inches above the trochan- 
ter, down on the outside, and along the axis of the limb, for 
about eight inches. So much new bone had been deposit- 
ed about the seat of the fracture that, on beginning to dis- 
sect up the soft tissues from the tip of the great trochanter 
downwards,much embarrassment was experienced from the 
greatly increased diameter of the bone. By the handle of 
the knife, and the fingers, the new bone and periosteum 
producing it was peeled off and pried away from the nec- 
rosed portions. Just below the trochanter the bone was 
but loosely agglomerated, and came away in large fragments 
in the grasp of forceps. With large and powerful cutting 
forceps the femur was squarely divided at from five to six 
inches below the tip of the trochanter major. A screw 
driven into the softened pudding-stone (bone) failed to hold, 
and the part to be excised was manageable only with 
necrosis forceps. The neck was found so much diseased 
that I proceeded to remove the head from the acetabulum, 
which was happily accomplished with but very trifling 
hemorrhage. 

The portion excised will be sent to the Surg.-General’s 
Office, furnishing, as it does, an impressive example of how 
much disease may exist after a gunshot wound, with but 
trifling manifestations of mischief, for, in this instance, 
nearly seven months. 

He was rallied with difficulty from the shock of the 
operation, 

After the lapse of about forty-eight hours an erysipela- 
tous blush appeared over the whole thigh, and typhoid 
symptoms began to manifest themselves, I then pushed a 
female catheter into the wound, directing it towards the 
acetabulum. A jet of very offensive decomposing bloody 
serum issued through the catheter to the amount of four 
ounces. I retained the catheter in the wound, and intro- 
duced another one two or three inches below, so as to drain 
off all effusion; much serum and grumous blood poured 


SMITH ON EXSECTION OF HEAD OF FEMUP. 





Juge 11,18¢3. 13 


out, oozing from the cut surfaces, and trickling through the 
catheters. On the fifth day after the operation he had a 
severe rigor, which gave rise to grave apprehensions, but 
the discharge through the catheters soon told that it was 
caused by lwemorrhage to the extent of four to six ounces, 
He soon rallied from this. I often washed out the cavity 
by injections of warm water and solutions of chloride of 
soda. The catheters often became clogged up, which as 
often necessitated their removal, cleansing, and re-intro- 
duction. For a day or two at first the limb lay on a pil- 
low: I then applied Prof. N. R. Smith’s anterior splint; 
but that, admirable in all other respects, preventing access 
to the front of the limb for the purpose of rubbing, I then 
contrived a species of hammock for the limb, hung from a 
beam overhead. The miniature hammock for the leg hung 
horizontally, but in order to effectually prevent any bur- 
rowing of pus, I hung it so high that the thigh was almost 
perpendicular. To support the thigh I passed a bit of soft 
towelling around the under surface of it, broad enough to 
extend from the perineum to the popliteal space, and sus- 
pended by cords leading back to an upright behind the bed 
at an angle of thirty-three degrees with the horizon. This 
latter support so equally pressed upon the under surface and 
two sides of the thigh, as to relieve the man immediately of 
all uneasiness, and cause a continual oozing from the wound 
and dropping from the catheters of pus, serum, and synovia. 
About seven days after the operation suppuration was 
fully established. 

An unlimited amount of nourishment was afforded this 
man from the moment the nausea and vomiting induced by 
the chloroform had passed away, Ten or twelve eggs each 
day, with an unlimited amount of strong beef-tea, and half 
an ounce of brandy every two hours, were given him. In 
connexion with this case, I wish to remark, that my expe- 
rience in all branches of the service has driven me to the 
conclusion, that it is not the fault of Government or of the 
Surgeon-General, if the sick and wounded in the army do 
not receive every comfort, every care, every attention. |] 
must say that I have found that proper supplies, proper 
food, suitable clothing, and good nursing, are always ob- 
tainable by the surgeon for his sick and wounded. Careless 
and incompetent men will always probably exist, and con- 
trive to creep into subordinate positions in a depart- 
ment, but the atmosphere for them in the medical corps of 
the army is so uncongenial that they soon drop or are 
dropped out. I make these remarks, because I have ob- 
served with pain the remarks of some surgeons who, from 
a want of experience, meeting with minor difficulties, and 
perhaps missing in the Supply Table some medicines used 
only by a few practitioners, think themselves justified in 
indulging in puerile complaints, Deeming it of the utmost 
importance that there should be, in the case of this man, 
no hindrance to digestion and assimilation that could be 
avoided, on the second day after the operation I disconti- 
nued the use of opium, which he had used nearly all of the 
time since his wound was received. This I did, of course, 
by rapidly diminishing the dose of the opiate, not dropping 
it at once. 

The above is an extract from my monthly report for the 
month of March. During April, Brown continued to im- 
yrove. I gave him porter with large quantities of cod- 
fom oil part of the time, half a pint of the latter daily, I 
was obliged to keep in drainage tubes until the first of June. 
Whenever I removed them, as I did several times to try 
to do without them, pus would accumulate and burrow. 
When I removed the last one on the Ist of June, I passed 
a mesh of suture wire through the fistulous opening still 
remaining. This was retained until the 20th inst. The 
wounds, both of the operation and the original wound, are 
now entirely healed. The man is about on crutches. Of 
how much use this limb will be to him it is now too early 
to decide : I make no comments on the case, because I 
desire only to report its occurrence, and recommend the use 
of drainage tubes in all similar excisions, and indeed in all 
compound comminuted gunshot fractures where there is 
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\. He had now 
wr did I find it necessary to give 
himanarcotic, He remained in the splint over two mont 
treated with cold-water dressing, to the relief ana 
comfort of the patient. By measurement of the limb, it was 
found that the shortening amounted to one inch and a half. 
The reneral 


health of the patient has improved rapidly, and 

I : 
convalescence was not interrupted by a single accident. He 
returned home cured. It has been the opinion of the sur- 


geons of Europe, and among them Mr. Guthrie is the most 


copious, vet healthy in color ant 
no difficulty in sleeping, n 


great 


prominent, that no person has been known to survive for 
any length of time a fracture of the neck of the femur, 

I know of alady, aged sixty years, who fell on asleety-day, 
fracturing the neck of the femur. , : 


ening of one inch and a quarter. 


She recovered w ith short- 

She was alive two years 
after the accident, and walking without the assistance of a 
cane. Treated on the anterior splint. 

Il.—Rvrr, Penn. Vol. aged 45, native of Ireland, was 
wounded in the seven days’ fight by a round ball, as he 
supposed, 
the right thigh, passing on, fracturing and comminuting 
the right femur, and finally passing out nearly opposite 


on the posterior surface of the thigh. The fracture of the 


the bone. The patient states that the amount of hemor- 
rhage was small, and the shock very slight, he only expe- 
rienced a sharp pain in the thigh. He was carried off the 
field immediately or after the firing had slackened, and was 
obliged to remain unattended until the following morning. 
His wound was dressed with cold-water dressing, and then 
he was put upon a government transport, where he lay for 
some thirty-six hours, not even water being applied to his 
wounds. I saw him the third day after the injury. The leg 
was placed in the anterior splint, and treated with cold- 
water dressing. The suppuration that followed was copious, 
but healthy in color and consistency. He remained in the 
splint two months before it was taken off, and then it was 
found that the fragments had united firmly. 
cordingly allowed to wear crutches. 

During the treatment small fragments of bone from 
time to time came away. 
the limb, and comparing it with its fellow, the shortening 
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femur was at the junction of the middle and upper third of 
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was ascertained to be one inch anda half. The general 
health of the patient improved rapidly, and there was no 
local de formity at the point of fracture. He returned home 
Without the use of a cane, cured. 

[11.—Nou., N. J. Vol., aged 20, a farmer, and of good 
constitution, was wounded at the battle of Antietam. He 
was taken prisoner and sent to Richmond; he remained 
there several days with little or no treatment. When ad- 
mitted, his condition at that time was enfeebled by hunger, 
thirst, loss of blood, profuse suppuration, and fatigue of 

e journey. The bullet, supposed by the patient to 
have been a minié ball, entered the anterior surface of the 
lett thigh at the middle, passing downwards and backwards, 
fracturing the bone in its lower third, and emerging poste- 
riorly about six inches below the point of entrance. Up to 
this ime (15 days having elapsed) no apparatus or dress- 
ing of any description had been applied to the imb, The 
appearance of the limb, on entering, was swollen, the ante- 
rior and superior wound looked healthy; but the lower 
wound was much enlarged and suppurating most profusely. 
You could easily introduce your finger and feel the shattered 
bone, but as no detached pieces presented, the limb was 
swung in the anterior splint, and according to his state- 
ment he has not slept for a week : but since the application 
of the splint he has not passed a sleepless night : cold-water 
dressings were applied ; beef-tea, stimulants, and tonics, were 
necessary to support the general system. Two weeks after 
entering the hospital, and the 27th day after the injury, the 
wounds were suppurating copiously, but healthy in color and 
ull fragments of bone came away, and he 
convalesced slowly. The splint was not removed for ten 
weeks, and then the lower wound was discharging. No 
deformity of the limb noticeable, and the position perfect. 
By accurate measurement of the limb, shortening is ascer- 
tained to be one inch and three-quarters. He was able to 
return home cured. 

LV.—Fracture of the Femur through the Great Trochanter, 
cause d l ya Minié Ba L—MeCave, Mass. Vol., was wounded 
at the battle of Antietam: after remaining on the field for 
some time he was carried to the rear and placed in a barn, 
where he remained for about two weeks. The patient states 
the amount of hemorrhage was considerable, and the shock 
to his system was very severe, 


consistency ; sm 


He also states it was impos- 
sible tosleep on account of the pain, and the noise of the others 
in suffering. The musket-ball entered the anterior aspect of 
the right thigh, about three inches and a half below the an- 
terior superior spinous process, passing on, fracturing and 
comminuting the right trochanter, and finally passing out 
nearly opposite: his wounds were dressed with cold-water 
dressing. He was sent in an ambulance to the General Hos- 
pital at Frederick City. The transportation on a rough road 
irritated the parts, causing active inflammation. The suppu- 
ration that followed is described as being copious, but healthy 
in color and consistency. The limb was swung in the ante- 
rior splint. The wounds caused by entrance and exit of 
the ball healed kindly, and rendered no further annoyance. 
At the end of three months the dressing was removed, and 
it was found that the fragments had united firmly ; but 
owing to abscesses in the axilla, he could not use his crutches. 
By accurate measurement of the limb, and comparing it 
with its fellow, it is ascertained that the shortening is not 
over three-quarters of an inch, and he walks about without 
the assistance of a cane. His general health is fast improv- 
ing. During the treatment several pieces of bone were re- 
moved, and his case is one of the most promising that I have 
ever witnessed, 
(To be Continued.) 
=_ 

Tue expenditure of the British Medical Council during 
the past year, 1862, was £4822. Its income was £4661. 
The excess of expenditure over income was, therefore, 
£160, This bad balance-sheet is attributed to the fact of 
£600 advanced to the Pharmacopeia Committee. The 
estimated accounts for the present year, 1863, show a 
balance in favor of the Medical Council.— British Med Jour. 
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NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 
Srarep Meerine, Jury 1, 1868. 
Dk. JAMES ANDERSON, PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIR, 
ALCOHOLIC STIMULANTS IN) PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS.—DI8- 
CUSSION OF DR. FLINT S PAPER, 


Dr. Fut read an elaborate and interesting paper, entitled 
the “ Management of Pulmonary Tuberculosis, with Special 
Reference to the Employment of Alcoholic Stimulants.” 1+ 
consisted mainly of a clininal report, based upon sixty-two 
cases of arrested tuberculosis. These cases are analysed 
and compared as regards points of agreement relating 
directly and indirectly to the management, the main objects 
of inquiry being the evidence afforded of self-limitation, 
the intluence of hygienic measures, the agency of remedies, 
and the importance of alcoholic stimulants in determining 
the arrest of the disease. He considers that the disease is 
arrested whenever the general and local symptoms show 
it to be non-progressive for several consecutive months. 
After the arrest, the recovery may or may not be complete. 
In many of the cases the recovery was complete, while in 
others a certain amount of cough and expectoration con 
tinued for a considerable period of time, in two cases for 
more than twenty, and in one case for forty years. 

For convenience of analysis he arranges the cases in three 
groups. I. Those in which no curative or hygienic me- 
thods of management were employed. II. Those cases in 
which hygienic measures were employed. IIL. Cases in 
which remedial measures, including alcoholic stimulants, 
were supposed to have had a curative influence. I. In the 
first group seven cases are collected, of which four recovered 
entirely. Il. The second group includes twenty cases, in 
twelve of which the recovery appeared to be complete, in 
eight the arrest of the disease was not followed by complete 
recovery Within the period that the condition of the pa- 
tients severally was known. The ages in this group ranged 
between nineteen and fifty years, and seventeen of these 
were males. In only four of the cases are there any 
grounds for supposing that climate had any curative influ- 
ence, The most important point of agreement developed 
by the analysis of this group of cases relates to change of 
habits as regards exercise and out-door life, and the agree- 
ment in this respect is highly significant. III. The third 
group embraces thirty-five cases, Only one of these cases 
was treated with tonic remedies, exclusive of cod-liver oil 
and alcoholic stimulants. In four tonics were employed in 
conjunction with alcoholic stimulants, and in two tonic 
remedies were conjoined with cod-liver oil; alcoholic stimn- 
lants and cod-liver oil were employed conjunctively in 
eight cases. Stimulants, oil, and tonics were used in one 
case. The curative remedies employed were only three in 
number: cod-liver, alcoholic stimulants, and tonies of iron 
and quinine. In five of the thirty-five cases, the curative 


treatment consisted exclusively of cod-liver oil; in two of 


these the symptoms entirely ceased. Of these thirty-five 
cases, in fourteen the curative treatment consisted exclu- 
sively in the use of alcoholic stimulants; of these fourteen 
cases of arrest, in nine the recovery was apparently com- 
plete. Generous living was inculcated and adopted as far 
as practicable in all the cases. 

The most striking and valuable of the results of the ana- 
lytical study of these sixty-two cases is their almost uni- 
form agreement as regards change of habits with respect 
to exercise and out-door life at the time of the arrest. Ex- 
cluding the seven cases of the first class, and two in which 
the facts with respect to this point were not noted, of the 
remaining fifty-three, in all save three, the histories show a 
greater or less change of habits to have been made; and in 
many cases the change consisted in relinquishing sedentary 
callings for other pursuits, in order to carry out more effee- 
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tually the desired reformation. Regarding the indications 
for the use of stimulants, Dr. Flint says :— 


“Tf their immediate effect be that of a cordial stimulant, 
that is, if they produce a sense of comfort: if they are fol- 
lowed by a feeling of increased strength, and a greater dis- 
position to exercise ; if they do not excite unduly the cireu- 
lation or nervous system, I believe we may expect benefit 
from their use. er contra, if their immediate effect be 
discomfort; if they are followed by a feeling of increased 
weakness and less disposition to exercise, and if they 
excite unduly the circulation or nervous system, I be- 
lieve they will not do good, and may perhaps do harm.” 


With respect to the formation of habits of int« mperance, 
he remarks :— 


“In not one of the cases which I have reported has 
there been developed, so far as I know, a craving for sti- 
mulants, or a reliance upon them, rendering it difficult to 
relinquish their use. I have had my attention directed 
particularly to this point of observation, and I have not yet 
found an mstance in which there was any apparent reluc- 
tance to discontinue the use of alcoholic stimulants when- 
ever it was deemed advisable. I have not yet found an 
instance in which their use was continued after they were 
declared unnecessary ; in short, up to this time I am not 
aware that in a single case among the many cases in which 
I have advised aleoholic stimulants, has a patient fallen into 
intemperate habits, * * * I certa nly am not prepared 
to advocate the use of alcoholic stimulants as a prophylac- 
tic; that is, to sanction indulgence among those who may 
believe fancy ’ 
tuberculous. I 


or that they are in danger of becoming 
would not advise thei in doubtful 
they should follow a clear diagnosis, based on signs 
and symptoms. In persons with the unfortunate idiosyn- 
crasy which leads to an irresistible craving on the slightest 
indulgence, the immediate effects would always contra- 
indicate their use in conformity with the rules which 
should govern our practice in cases of tuberculosis. And, 
finally, when empl ryed as a remedy, they are not to be 
taken as a means of conviviality, or for any other than a 
curative influence.” ; 


use 


Cases ; 


Dr. Detmo_p was not able to reconcile the clinical and 
autopsical history of phthisis with the generally received 
theory as to its cause. 


It was claimed that the respiratory 
function was the 


that suffered. This he could not 
believe, because, if there was a deficiency of oxygen 
adinitted to the blood, digestion still remaining active, 
there would necessarily be a chance for the accumulation 
of fats. But the reverse of this was the case. Again, the 
most successful remedies used for phthisis were the hydro- 
carbons. This, to his mind, did not prove that the disease 
was due to any great want of oxygen. 

Dr. Griscom thought that the disease depended on the 
lack of carbon in the blood instead of oxygen, and in- 
stanced in proof of that fact the beneficial influence of fats 
as remedial agents. 

Dr. McCreapy alluded to the fact that aleohol was dis- 
charged from the body, as such, and acted beneficially only 
so far as it stimulated digestion and aided assimilation. 

Dr. Horace Green had only employed alcohol as an 
adjuvant to other remedies, and therefore could only speak 
approximatively of its effects. Conjoined with tonics and 
out-door exercise, he had seen great benetit from its use. 

Dr. Furnt, Jr., was of the opinion that inasmuch as the 
process of nutrition was very much interfered with, the 
indications were to bring that process to the normal state. 
He believed that alcohol conduced to such an effect, not 
by its actual consumption, but by its mere presence, the 
same as did common salt. He alluded in the course of 
his remarks to the results of experiments upon alcohol 
made by Surgeon-General Hammond, who claimed to 
prove that by its use the amount of urea excreted was 
really less than without it, and that a person could do 
more work with a less amount of food. With regard to 


one 
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Ni al practice of using arden iri ~ he remarked 
that it caused healtliv persons to live too fast, and become 
in consequence prematurely old. In disease, however, the 
effect ot was maf by its presence benelicial in 
stimulating digestion and aiding assunilation. 

Dr. Parker spoke ating : ainst the practice of whis- 
key drinking, which was becoming so imon in the 
community on the slightest pretence, and thought it well 
that practitioners should be on their guard 
scribing it when they re any 
benelicial eHects, 

Dr. Buakeman related the case of a young lady w 
Im con equenee ol ie rm 
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<tent 
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Dr. Post related young man, with 
estrone hereditary } po thon 1 “oy imption, who, upon 
the advice of a p! also became 
ad unikat l, and event ially ne 
Dr. Peasner was in favor of stimu s in phthi is, When 
mild be obtained by ( ne else, He 
sidered alcohol useful as a stimulant 
nervous system, as well as 
thought it 


e two 
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c animal heat. He 
‘ohol should arrest retrograde 
ied by Dr. Hammond, 

ated that during a practice of over 
half a century, having pretty generally prescribed stimu- 
lants, he had never known a single case of habitual drunken- 
ness as the result, 

The Academy then adj 
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FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 
LETTER XXXIX, 


By PROF, CHARLES A. LEE, 


ROME, 

November 21, 1862, 
in a vast undulating valley, extend- 
Mediterranean, and inclosed by a frame- 
mountains, It is watered by several 
which the Anio and Tiber are the principal. 
tion of this plain, if not the whole 
been once covered by t] 


Tne city of Rome lies 
ing up from the 
work of 
A great por- 
, vives evidence of having 
ie sea 
Monte Mario, on the right bank of the 
river, and 440 feet above the sea, abounds with fluviatile 
and marine remains, while most of the hills and mountains 
encircling the plain are of voleanic origin. Mount Soracte 
over the Tiber, however, as is also the Monte 
della Petra on this side, as well as the whole chain of 
mountains from Magliano to Piglio, forming part of the 
Apvennine chain. We find fluviatile deposits on the Pin- 
cian hill as well as on the Esquiline and Aventine; but we 
also meet with lithoidal tufa of volcanic origin on the Capi- 
toline, the Aventine, the Esquiline, and the Ceelian, as well as 
many plains outside of the city. Indeed the great mass of 
the seven hills on which Rome was originally built is of 
volcanic origin, and we can trace distinctly a bed of lava 
from the elevation on which the tomb of Cecilia Metella is 
situated, six miles from the city, to the Alban Hills, some 
ten miles distant. The inference is plain that the soil of 
= great basin of Rome has been chiefly formed by vol- 

vanic eruptions, and that previous to that time it had been 
covered by the sea. The craters of these extinct voleanoes 
are still to be seen in the vicinity of the city, forming lakes 
of greater or less extent, or excavations destitute of water, 
The Tiber, like the Arno at Florence, is a muddy, turbid 
stream at all seasons: some of the old classie writers call it 
“ flavus,” and Virgil ‘‘ ceruleus ;” but instead of being yel- 
low or azure, at present it is of a whitish-grey, or clay 
color. Doubtless its color varies according as it it is trou- 
bled or not with floods, There are no qnays, and the 
banks are consequently being worn away and const: untly 
changing. Its average depth where it passes through the 


of igneous action, 


is calcareous, 
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city is from ten to twenty feet. The fish found in it are the 
sturge yn, shad, gudgeon, pike, mullet, dog-fish, carp, bream, 
and eel. It not unfrequently overflows its banks, and there 
are several most disastrous inundations en record. 

Rome is supplied with the purest water th rough its 
aqueducts, although the quantity is inconsiderable “whe n 
compared with that brought into ancient Rome. There 
were in the reign of Claudius nine aqueducts, eight of which 
were on the left bank of the river; of these the Anio Novus 
was sixty-two miles long, forty-eight of which were under 
ground; the Claudian aqueduct was forty-six miles long, 
thirty-six subterranean, and for ten miles it was carried on 
lofty arches, six miles of which are still seen stretching 
across the Campagna, All these aqueducts converged to 
nearly the same point, and entered the city at an elevation 
considerably greater than any of the hills on which it was 
built, so that the water was readily distributed to every 
part, and supplied innumerable fountains; the source of 
supply also being in volcanic strata, the water was free 
from lime and extreme ly pure, Of these eight ancient 
aque ducts on the left bank of the river only one is in use at 
the present day, viz. the Aqua Virgo, ‘which was con- 
structed by Augustus. Its course is mostly subterranean, 
and it furnishes, it is said, the best water in Rome. It also 
supplies thirteen large fountains, furnishing over sixty-six 
thousand cubie metres of water daily, The Alsientine aque- 
duct, constructed by Augustus on the right bank of the 
Tiber, thirty miles long, is still in good condition, having 
been kept in repair by the Popes, a0 supplies the fountains 
in the piazza of St. Peter's, and numerous flour mills, which 
wis one of its principal uses in ancient times; but besides 
these sources Rome abounds with springs and wells of 
pure water, The least depth of the wells is twenty-eight 
feet, and the greatest one hundred and twenty-two on the 
Palatine. The de spth of wells on the plains varies from ten 
to twenty feet, according to the greater or less accumula- 
tion of rivers, Seven of these springs have been converted 
into public fountains, and the physicians here regard their 
waters as extremely salubrious. I have certainly never tasted 
more palatable water in my life, nor seen any of apparently 
greater purity. In exploring the old Cloaca Maxima, built 
some six hundred years before the Christian era, and still ful- 
filling the purpose for which it was originally constructed, 
I came across a most abundant spring, limpid and spark- 
ling, pouring its waters over the rocks, which is deemed 
highly medicinal by the Roman people, and eagerly sought 
alter by all classes, though entirely destitute of any sensible 
properties. There are also three celebrated mineral springs 
in the vicinity of the city called Agua Acetosa, A. Acidula, 
and A. Santa. The first derives its name from its acid 
taste, doubtless owing to sulphuric acid, like some in the 
western parts of our own State. It is diuretic and slightly 
laxative, and the spring is much frequented by the Romans in 
the morning. It is in great repute in hepatic affections. The 
A, Santa is about three miles from the city, and its waters 
are extensively used for baths as well as internally, espe- 
cially in summer. The A. Acidula is similar to the A Ace- 
tosa, only weaker, and is used for the same complaints. It 
is a well known fact that few parts of modern Rome pre- 
sent to the eye the original soil on which stood the ancient 


city—a fact sufficiently explained by the millions by whom 
the city has been peopled, and the various vicissitudes it 


has undergone. Besides the ordinary causes which are in 
operation in most cities, such as the elevation or depres- 
sion of the soil for the construction or alteration of streets 
and houses, the transfer of ruins or rubbish from one 
locality to another, and the silent but ever active influence 
of time, Rome has been repeatedly overwhelmed by the 
hand of man, by flood and fire, and has also repeatedly 
risen on its own ruins. Excavations made on various 
occasions and for various purposes have disclosed in many 
places the height of the superincumbent masses. On the 
hills that were covered with ancient edifices, such as the 
Capitoline and the Esquiline, the general elevation of the soil 
is about eight feet; but there are some remarkable excep- 
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tions, as on the Ceelian, where the first story of the 
house of Augustus is completely entombed, and near the 
church of St. Paul and St. John the ancient jail is 
more than eighty feet below the present surface, and 
near the arch of Dolabella it is thirty feet; while the 
valleys have been filled up from nine to thirty feet 
above their ancient level. Owing to this circumstance 
the distinct boundaries of the seven hills of ancient Rome 
are not easily defined, and some of them have almost en- 
tirely disappeared. It is a well known historical fact, 


moreover, that before the incursions of the barbarians the || 


jail had risen several feet above the ancient level, In 
examining places where excavations had been made I 
find the lowest stratum presenting either aqueous deposits, 
the result of inundations, or vestiges of conflagration, or 
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ruins of fallen edifices, over which lie successive heaps of 


rubbish of every sort. It is generally admitted that the 
Campagna of Rome was at a very remote period thickly 
inhabited, of which its numerous ancient cities, whose 
ruins still remain, are a sufficient evidence; at a later 
period we also know that the neighborhood of the city was 
deemed highly insalubrious, as it is at the present day. 
Cicero speaks of Rome as a healthy city in the midst of a 
pestilenual region; and Livy, speaking of the 
the Roman garrison of Capua, among other grievances 
says, they complained of being confined in an unhealthy 
district outside of the city. Strabo, also, says, that in his 
day the insalubrity of the air was confined to a few places 
in the neighborhood of Ardea, Antium, and the Pontine 
Marshes. But during the first three centuries of the 
Christian era the Campagna was thickly studded with 
numerous suburban villas, as their ruins still attest. At 
present it has returned to the state of abandonment and 
consequent insalubrity mentioned by Cicero and Livy. 
This corresponds exactly to what we have sometimes 
observed in our own country. The air of the Campagna 
has been different at different periods; salubrious, as a 
general rule, when populous and well cultivated ; and in- 
salubrious when not tilled, and comparatively reduced to a 
wilderness; so that its insalubrity is not owing, as many 
suppose, to its having been formerly better drained than at 
present, but to its better cultivation and denser population. 
Still, there are permanent causes which will always render 
the Campagna more or less unhealthy : its surface lies at so 
low a level that it is difficult, if not impossible, to drain it 
well; the waters that fall in rain, descend in torrents from 
the neighboring hills, or escape from the aqueduct, are re- 


tained and stagnate in the soil; immense quantities of | 


animal and vegetable matters are constantly undergoing 
decomposition during the summer droughts. In the days 
of Trajan it was believed that the city was rendered un- 
healthy by the Pontine Marshes, though forty miles dis- 
tant; but it is far more likely that the causes of disease 
were, as at present, in the city itself or its immediate 
neighborhood. 

In regard to the healthiness of the city at present there 
are different opinions, for while some contend that it is 
extremely healthy, others maintain quite a contrary 
opinion. English and American physicians, resident prac- 
titioners here, inform me that the atmosphere of Rome is 


extremely salubrious, that its climate is far preferable to | 


that of Florence or Naples, and that, above all others, it is 
the place for all pulmonary invalids. One thing, however, 
is certain, that intermittent and remittent fevers, and those 


too of the pernicious or highly congestive character, are | 


very prevalent here during the summer and autumnal 
months. While visiting the military hospitals of the Papal 
army I found some two hundred cases of malarious fever, 
or patients slowly recovering from splenic engorgements 
or other of its sequele ; and on inquiry of the attending 
surgeons I was told that all these cases originated in 
Rome, that the soldiers had constantly been confined to 
the city, and that this class of diseases was extremely com- 
mon in Rome during the summer and fall. The Papal 
army in Rome, I may mention, consists of 3000 men only, 
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although there are in all 8000 throughout the entire Papal 
dominions. Every person here admjts that Rome is vey 
subject to frequent, sudden, and extreme changes from 
heat to cold; that its sun is often intensely hot, so much so 
as to render all exertion during three or four hours in the 
middle of the day during the hot season extremely dan- 
gerous; hence, all labor, ex ept what is absolutely neces- 
sary, is suspended during that time. The difference of tem- 
perature between day and night is also very great, and 
this, doubtless, also is a frequent source of disease. The 
most populous quarters of Rome are admitted to be the 
most salubrious, a fact which we often meet with in other 
cities if due attention is paid to sewerage and cleanliness, 
Lancisi and other Italian medical writers maintain that Rome 
can produce more exaniples of longevity than any other 
Italian city, centenarians being quite common. 1 believe 
there are no statistics on which we can rely if indeed, 
there are any at all, showing the rate of mortality in the 
city, or any of the States of the Church. One fact has been 
well ascertained, and it is important to those who come 
here to spend the winter, that during the winter months 
the city is entirely free from malaria, and one may reside 
here with perfect safety so far as regards malarious attacks. 
It is worth mentioning, too, perhaps, that the Romans 
themselves never leave the city for the country until after 
the summer heats, the city beimg regarded as by far the 
healthiest residence. Professor Secchi, the distinguished 
astronomer and physicist, in charge of the Observatory of 
the Collegio Romano, informs me that electrical changes 
and disturbances are extremely great and frequent in 
Rome, and that he has distinetly traced a connexion 
between them and nervous affections, the latter being 
greatly aggravated by such disturbances, As he has, how- 
ever, promised me a detailed account of his observations, I 
shall pass the subject by for the present. The winter 
temperature of Rome is very mild: mean temperature of 
the year, 60° Fah.; of winter, 45°; spring, 57°; summer, 
95°; autumn, 62° Fah.; mean temperature of hottest 
months, 97°: coldest, 42°. 

I have thus given a kind of bird’s eye view of some 
matters which may possibly interest your readers. In my 
future letters I shall speak more in detail, and particularly 
in regard to the hospitals and charitable institutions of the 
city. 


> 


Ir is not very long since we noticed the fact that the 
French Academy had awarded 2,000 francs to M. Kaeberle, 
of Strasbourg, for two successful cases of ovariotomy. In 
singular contrast to this illustration of the state of opera- 
tive surgery on the other side of the Straits of Dover, it is 
worthy of note that, at the last meeting of the Pathologi- 
cal Society, Mr. Spencer Wells exhibited eight ovarian 
tumors which he has removed within as many weeks, six 
of the cases proving successful; and that, in giving his 
experience of the operation during the present session of 
the Society, he said that he had operated during the session 
on twenty-seven cases, with a result of twenty-three reco- 
veries and four deaths. His total experience he stated to 
be sixty-three cases, with a result of twenty deaths and 
forty-three recoveries. The greater success of late he attri- 
buted to the greater knowledge acquired by increasing 
experience. It would be rather an expensive undertaking 
for the French Academy to reward our successful ovarioto- 
mists at the same rate as M. Keeberle.—JZritish Medical 
Journal, 


Tne death of M. Renault has been announced to the 
Academy. M. Renault had received a commission to 
investigate the typhus attacking the cattle in the Pontine 
Marshes. He there contracted a deadly fever, and died at 
Bologna. It is said that he died of disease contracted 
from the cattle. M. Renault was born in 1805. He was 
Inspector of Veterinary Schools, and formerly professor at 
the Alfort School.—Brit. Med. Jour. 
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AN INDOLENT PROFESSION. 
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Wel 


must have been stru 


k, within the past year or two, with 
The 
nen seems 


tlin 4 


the growing inactivity of the profession as a body. 


dical 
redemption. Star 
hat e 
to a humiliating acknow- 


were to be made 


‘work by ‘the mn 


appear, we certainly 


facts «nou 
leds 


the com 


found who would be compelled to 


ment among 


how many there would be 
‘ss to the truth of 

The pro- 
ye number of such would be found truly 


No one can ¢ n that the 
I 


not opening a text ‘month 


portionately lar 


at a time, 


appalling. a timulus to exer- 


tion is not ient, for in every section of our country 


are to be found societies that are ready to invite discussion 
upon any medical topic, and the medical journals are wil- 
ling to open their column 


Lo eve ry one who is zealous in 


the cultivation of his s ; and yet what a pitiful record 


have we to make profession of this 


‘ ‘ . 
country. Some of our be miehies Can scarce:y cet tore- 


ther a quorum, and many of the most valuable papers that 


are read before them almost utterly fail to wake up any 


interest or provoke any interchange of opinion. © This cer- 


tainly is very poor encouragement to the few workers who 


are still to be found among us. Too many there are who 
attend our societies, who have scarcely energy enough to 
listen more than ten or fifteen minutes to a memoir before 
their eyes are heavy, and they nestle themselves for a com- 
We 
must not shut our eyes to the fact, also, that most of the 


fortable nap until the time for adjournment arrives. 
} 


older and more influential members absent themselves for 
months at a time from scientific deliberations, and deprive 
those who really are interested in the pursuit of knowledge, 
and who are consequently entitled to the results of the 
experiences of such men, of matured opinion and healthy 
counsel, 

In view of this state of things, we do not hesitate to 
impeach those guilty of such neglect as violating the 
gravest of responsibilities by setting an example which 
cannot and will not fail to exert a deleterious influence, 
more or less general, upon the whole medical community. 
A certain character of meetings are always well attended, 
but this can perhaps be explained, not so much from the 
interest manifest in the topic to be discussed, as in the cha- 
racter of the refreshments which are to be served at the 
end. 

Again, if we look into medical literature we can find still 
other proofs of a lack of vitality in scientific pursuits in the 
paucity of contributors to the different periodicals. | With 
all the great resources afforded by large hospitals, dispen- 
saries, and the like, what a comparatively small amount of 
material is collected therefrom to serve the common good! 
How few there are of those who enjoy unbounded oppor- 
tunities for clinical experience that place the results of 
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these labors upon record. There is no excuse for this. No 
one who has the good of the profession at heart has a 
right to withhold from it any of the results of experience 

It is 
that all 
The never failing excuse for not 


or investigation which may be in his possession. 
common property, and should be dealt out as such, 

may be benefited by it. 
doing so on account of want of time, is too senseless a one 
to be It is not so much the want of 
time as it is the lack of energy to turn spare time to ac- 
count. 


at all considered, 
We are compelled to make the mortifying state- 
ment that many of our most celebrated practitioners, espe- 
cially in New York, who have almost grown grey in the 
service, have hardly made a single record of their doings. 
May posterity give them the deserving punishment by for- 
getting them. This lukewarmness be 
counteracted by a healthful stimulation to renewed exer- 
of the interests and the 
honor of the profession demand it! jut we cannot hope 
for better things until each individual member of the com- 
munity appreciates his own duty in the matter, and the 
degree of accountability which he has to the profession as 


among us must 


tion; the advancement science, 


a whole. When each one does his part, and all work with 
one will, then, and not till then, will a rejuvenation take 
place. We have among us too few devoted students, too 
few who quietly, persistently, and untiringly work for the 
“very work’s sake,” and who strive to give others the 
benefits of their labors. We are afraid, however, that we 
have to look for most of these among the rising generation, 
inasmuch as too many of the older members are past con- 
version. 


> 
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Tue alarming extent to which alcoholic stimulants are 


being resorted to as a beverage by the public should attract 
the serious consideration of physicians. The vice is begin- 
ning to find its way into all classes of the community, and 
the opinion is fast becoming prevalent that, used in modera- 
tion, stimulants are not only harmless, but actually beneficial 
in promoting health and strength. 
who trump their “ bitters” 


The various quacks 
into the market are beginning 
to understand this, and have already reaped a golden har- 
vest from a very extensive sale of their nostrums. In the 
army also liquors are very extensively used for other than 
remedial purposes, and among them Bourbon whiskey 
seems to be the favorite. A very interesting question in 
connexion with the prescribing of stimulants, came up for 
consideration in the discussion upon Dr, Flint’s paper before 
the Academy of Medicine, and the points which were there 
alluded to deserve the attention of every practitioner in the 
habit of indiscriminately prescribing alcohol. Physicians 
can do much towards educating the people against the habit 
which they have fallen into, and at no time have their ser- 
vices in this respect been more urgently called for. Set- 
ting aside the deleterious influences of the continued use of 
pure liquors, a great amount of harm must necessarily be 
caused by the use of an inferior article, of which we have 
reason to suppose there is an abundance in the market, on 
account of the increasing demand. 

We call attention to a lecture in this number of the 
Times by Dr. Percy, on the Veratrum Viride, as a means 
of diagnosis in diseases of the chest, and hope that it will 


receive the attention and criticism that such a subject 
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deserves, from those particularly interested in studying 
auscultation. Matters of such importance should be freely 
disseminated; and we will afford every opportunity to free 
discussion. 

Very extensive preparations are now in progress for clean- 
ing the streets of this city under the auspices of the new 
Street Inspector. If he follows out the plan which he pro- 
poses to do to its completion, we may once more hope for 
a salubrious dwelling-place. The city was never in a more 
filthy condition, which is saying a great deal. 


Correspondence. 


CLIMATE OF SAN SALVADOR. 
[To the Editor of the American Mepicat Times.] 
San Satvaponr, April 26, 1863. 
Sir :—Before leaving the United States I was requested 
by several members of the Academy to inform them of the 
adaptation of the Pacific coast for invalids requiring a 
change of climate, and more especially those affected with 
incipient tubercular disease, or even the more confirmed 
forms of consumption. 

A residence of one year in this locality, together with 
considerable experience in the treatment of the diseases 
incident to the country, enables me to reply in part, at 
least, to the queries put to me by your members on this 
subject. The seasons are divided into the dry, when com- 
paratively no rain falls, and the wet, when showers occur 
nearly every day. The former usually begins about the 
middle of October, and terminates about the middle of May. 
The latter occupies the remainder of the year, During the 
mouths of November and December, and a part of January, 
strong winds prevail from the north, and reduce the tem- 
perature, especially in the upland districts, to a very un- 
pleasant degree. This is the coldest season of the year. 
The thermometer rarely indicates a fall below 60° Fahren- 
heit, yet the mornings and evenings, more especially the 
latter, appear so cool as to render a fire (which, by the way, 
is seldom met with in the dwellings of the natives) quite 
agreeable. 

Upon the subsidence of this wind the temperature rises 
in the city and neighborhood of San Salvador, which is 

‘ about 2200 feet above the sea level, to 76°, and as the sea- 
son progresses into March and April, to a still higher range, 
but seldom above 80°. This is the warmest period of the 
year. The wet season is marked by a diminution of tem- 
perature of several degrees, seldom below 72°, and usually 
74° to 76°, which continues with much regularity. The 
night is at all seasons cool enough to be comfortable, and 
during the entire rainy season a blanket for covering is 
absolutely necessary. 

The rainy season, which to my mind is the most delight- 
ful of the year, is very far from being one of continuous 
rain. Indeed, a period of three or four days’ incessant 
rain, a8 frequently occurs in the United States, is almost 
unheard of. The sun at this season invariably rises in a 
clear and cloudless sky, and warms into life a landscape 
freshened and made fragrant by the shower of the preced- 
ing night. This is the period of growth, and the rich tro- 
pical vegetation, with its deep hues and its many-colored 
flowers, is now seen in its greatest perfection. A rich 
undulating landscape, covered with this many-tinted ver- 
dure, an atmosphere clear and exhilarating, and at the same 
time balmy, and the music of the birds that twitter in the 
deep foliage, many of which are quite familiar to the 
United States, cannot fail to tempt the invalid out at an 
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early hour to enjoy its freshness and invigorating influ- 
ence, 

This sunshine invariably continues until one o'clock, at 
which hour clouds often gather and fall in the form of a 
heavy shower of from a few minutes’ to an hour's conti- 
nuance, after which the sun again makes its appearance, 
and may continue until its setting. These afternoon 
showers are by no means regular, and it often happens that 
weeks pass without their occurrence. The night, however, 
seldom passes without one. No one, on awakening in the 
morning, asks whether the sun shines or not, because sun- 
shine is invariable at this hour, and in nineteen days out of 
twenty the air is balmy and refreshing. The exception to 
this rule is only found during the high winds of November 
and December. 

The diseases are such as are usually met with in a 
healthy locality in the United States, except that cases of 
goitre are quite frequent, and tubercular consumption sel- 
dom or never seen. Among the poorer classes the habita- 
tions are wretchedly built, and their occupants much ex- 
posed to the sudden vicissitudes incident upon sunshine and 
shower. Pulmonary affections, as pleurisy and pneumonia, 
are not uncommon, and eatarrh, attended by much bron- 
chial irritation and cough, is a very frequent complaint; and 
yet I have not met with a single case of confirmed tuber- 
cular disease, which is the more remarkable as the inhabit- 
ants, who are a mixture of the Spanish and Indian races, 
exhibit in the delicacy of their structure and petuliar 
organization all the characteristics of a scrofulous diathesis, 
which, in a climate like that of the United States, would 
doubtless rapidly light up into confirmed consumption, 

Reasoning from these premises, I should suppose the 
climate of San Salvador peculiarly fitted as a residence for 
consumptives. The only positive facts I have on this point 
are the cases of two young gentlemen who were sent 
from England by respectable medical men, in what was 
said to be a condition of decided tubercular disease, They 
have both recovered, and are now active business men. 

San Salvador is a city of eighteen or twenty thousand 
inhabitants. Its environs abound in delightful scenery, 
among which are many well cultivated estates, some 
excellent drives, and many picturesque rides suitable for 
horseback exercise, but not for carriages. There is, more- 
over, in its vicinity, the means of changing the climate to 
a higher or lower situation in a few miles. 

The facility with which the journey is made from the 
United States, and the accommodations here, adapt it for 
invalids of both sexes. The native hotels, however, in all 
Central America, are, at the best, wretched affairs, and the 
tastes and customs of the inhabitants so different from 
those of other countries that the invalid would find himself 
but poorly accommodated in either; but there is in San 
Salvador an English hotel which may be safely recom- 
mended. To those who speak French, a selection may 
be made of a second, but for citizens of the United States 
the former is certainly the preferable establishment. The 
prices at these hotels, including such extras as one in deli- 
cate health might require, need not exceed two or two and 
a half dollars per day. For families who prefer their own 
establishment, houses may generally be obtained, and as 
the furniture is usually meagre, a couple of hundred dollars 
may serve for this purpose. I would recommend to per- 
sons coming here, whether intending to set up their own 
establishment or not, to provide themselves with pillows 
and mattresses, as the best of the native population prefer 
a simple mat to any softer bed, a custom I certainly am 
not disposed to adopt, and which the invalid would find 
still more inconvenient. 

Should any member of the Academy see fit to recom- 
mend an invalid to visit this place upon the strength of this 
letter, or should any invalid adopt the suggestion for him- 
self, I will endeavor, as far as I am able, to see that he is 
properly provided with accommodations and suitable attend- 
ance. I would remind him that, although he may find a 


| delicious climate and bright skies, beneath which he may 
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ARMY MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE, July 1, 18¢3 


ORDERS, CHANGES, &e 


Acting Assistant-Surgeon Lewis A. Hall, U.S.A. has 
ttempting to defraud an enlisted man of money which 


ys has been granted to Surgeon EL T 
Assistant-Surgeon Andrew HL. Smith, 
sed ther seeks nations 
is, Eelward Cowles, and Michael Hillary, have been ap- 
urgeens in Ul regular ariny 
York, has been appolntedy Medical Store- 


read and Cherry streets, hilad 

»NeiUS.V., lately in charge, has been ordered 
Holston, US V., has been assigned to duty as In 

at Memphis, Tet 

iider, ULS.V., to charge of Convaleseent Huosy ital, 


J. Kipp, U.S.V., to General Hospital No. 1, Nash- 


to the MePhersen Hospital, 7th Corps, 
to Hospital No. 19. Nashville, Tenn 
=. V., Is superintending the erection of a 
Tenn 
w& returned from leave of absence, and 
bairfax Seminary Hospital, Va 
SV, bas been assigned to the Webster 


irgeons aM. K. Moxley, U.S.V., te the Float- 
Nashvill near Vicksburg, Miss 
M Rivan bas relieved Su John Mo MeNulty, ULS.V., as 
Department of New Surgeon MeNulty is as 
ie eal Inspector of Department. 
Pittinus, \ has been assign 


of S. O. 264, from t! ffiee, ¢ j issed Assistant Sur 
\. Meek, sur t t ols, on ff » charges presented by 
» Murray of i ment, has been revoked, and Assistant 


ek is restured to his regiment, provided the vacancy has not 


\ 


has been granted to Assistant-Surgeon 
irgeon's certificate of disability ; aed on 
Norris, 17th Maine Vols, for twenty 


S.A., to report to Brig.-General A, 


y., has been ordered to repert to Colonel 
. for duty with the Invalid Corps 
U.S.A,, bas been relieved from duty in 
Medical Laspector A.C. Hamlin, U.5.A., 
Secretary of War 
and, U.S.A. now on duty in the Dey partinent of 
red to report to M General Foster, com- 
rth Carvlina, as Medical Director of that Depart- 


W. Read, U.S.V., to report te Major-General 
an, commanding Depart t of Washington. 
1 William H. Morten, Ist nneseta Vols, having tendered his 
n, bas been bonerably disehs urged the service of the U.S. 
absence for thirty days t tas been granted to Assistant-Surgeon 
Perry, 20th Massachusetts Vols, 
t tee Suckley, U.S.V., will report in person for duty to Ma- 
nek, at Baltimore, Md., as soon as his services can be dis- 
Army of the Potomac, 


wintment of Sherman Morse, as Assistant-Surgeon, 2d New York 
has been revoked, he having failed to report for duty with his 


Assistant Surgeon Joseph Swartz, 166th Pennsylvania Vols, having 


“itt ll Q CH (ft. | ade nt from duty bar tory A edly months, has been discharged from 


t ng si nents to dt ity of Medical Officers have been made: 
sa rgeon DD. Carpenter, U.S.V., now on duty at Fort Kearney, Ne- 
racka, and Assistant-Surgeon G. F. French, U.S.V., to report in person 
Gexreat HosPitars, to Major-General Grant, commanding Deparunent of the Tennessee, and 
» 3 ; Assistant Surgeon-General Wood, at St. Louis, Mo. 
t-Surgson S. EL Fuller, U.S.V., recently appointed, to report 
: te Major General Rosecrans, commanding Department of the 
erland, and by letter to Assistant Surgeon-Geperal Wood, at St 
. Mo, 
Surgeon W. C. Bennett, U.S.V., recently appointed, to re- 
© the Medical Director, Army Of the Potomac. 
Assistant Surgeon P A. O'Connell, U.S. V., recent! ¥ appointed, to report 
I i < De} ee of { the Ohio. 


onel George D. Ruggles, A.D.C., and Assistant Adjutant-General, 
us been ordered to proceed to New York, and there organize such dis- 
charged or disabled soldiers and enlisted men in the hospitals for ser- 
pital ice in the Invalid Corps, a8 may meet the requirements of General 
inmates rders 103, current series. Assistant Surgeon Kk. Bartholow, U.S.A., has 
structions t led to assi sist vionel Ruggles in the above duties. 
nt-Surgeon 4 \lexander M. Speer, U.S.V., is on duty at Seminary 
! bus, Ohio. 
f Forbes, U.S.¥., bas been assigned to the 13th Army 
as Mes lical Director, relies ng Surgeon J. G. F. Holston, U.S.V., 

has been assi d -rintending removal of the wounded 

from the Yazoo to the hospitals at Memphis, Tenn., ete. 
Surgeon S. F. Elliott, U.S.V., has returned to Hiltoa Head, 8. C., from 


e@ of absence. 
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METEOROLOGY AND NECROLOGY 


AND COUNTY 


OF THE WEEK 

OF NEW YORK, 
Abstract of the OMlelal Report, 

From the 22d day of June Jo the 20th day of June, 1863, 


Dewtths.— Mon, 96; women, 91; boys, 111; girls, 109; total, 407, Adults, 
IS7; children ; miales, 207; fernales, 200; colored, 8. Infants under 
two years of age, M44, Children bora of native parents, 22; foreign, 162. 

\imong the causes of death we notice :—Apoplexy, 8; infantile convul- 
sions, SL: croap, 11; diphtherite, 14; scarlet fever, 20; typhus and typhoid 
fovers, 22; consumption, 60; small-pox, 4; measles, 6; drepsy in head, 10; 
infantile marasmus, 23; cholera infantum, 15; inflammation of brain, 11; 
of bowels, 11; of lungs16; bronehitia, 4; congestion of brain, 0; of lungs, 
0; erysipelas, 8; diarrhoa and dysentery, 11 218 deaths oeeurred from 
aoute diseases, and 49 from violent eatses. 249 were nativ e, and 158 
foreign; of whom 99 came from Ireland; 52 died in the City Charities ; 


of whom 14 were in Bellevue Hospital, and 8 died in the Immigrant 
Institution. 


IN THE CITY 


Abstract of the Atmospherical Record of the Eastern Dispensary, kept in 
the Market Building, No, ST Essex street, New York, 
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Rewanks.—22d, Mostly cloudy. 28d, Mostly clear, with fresh wind, 
24th, Clear, wind fresh, am. Wh, Clear, 26th, Clear, a.m. ; cloudy, vow. ; 
moderate rain from 4 to 7. 27th, Mostly clear, with fresh wind, 25th, 
Poy, am.; clear, p.w.; rain for the week one fifth of an inch. 
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Partner Wanted. <A Physician of 
Brooklyn. engaged in active practice, wants a partner to assist 
him. Anappropriate bonus, about equivalent lo one year’s practice, will 
be required to be paid down, 
Apply with real name and address, 
Box 120, Post-office, Brooklin. 


American Journal of Ophthalmology 


JULIUS HOMBERGER, M.D., Eprrvor. 


The 6th number of this Journal, completing the FIRST VOLUME, is 
in preparation, 


The First Volume will be sent Free of Postage, bound in Cloth, for 
$2 50; in Paper covers, for $2 00. 


Subscription Price for Vol. IL, $2 00. 
BAILLIERE BROTHERS, 
440 Broadway, New York. 


’ _ 1D Veale ‘ 
CRAIG MICROSCOPE. 
This is the best and cheapest microscope in the world for 
2 most practical purposes, It magnifies about 100 diameters, 
or 10,000 times, and requires neither skill nor mpoeen to 
use it. The power is about that most frequently required 
in making microscopic examinations, and it will be found 
exceedingly convenient even for those who have more ex- 
pensive and complicated instruments, while for physicians 
who have no microscope, it is invaluable, 
It will be sent by mail, postage paid, on the receipt of 
$2.25, or with six beautiful mounted objects for $3, or with 
24 objects for $. Address 
HENRY CRAIG, 152 Centre St, N. Y. 
A liberal discount to the trade. 
’ e . ed ° > | . 
| he original “Elixir of Calisaya 
BARK.”—This elegant and valuable medicinal preparation was intro- 
duced to the notice of the Faculty of this city in 1850, by J. Milhau, the 
sole Inventor and Manufacturer, at which date none of those numerous 
firms were in existence, who, rather than give a new name to a new article, 
have found it mere convenient within a few years to appropriate the above 
extensively and favorably known title; it is therefore presumable that 
physicians in prescribing, as for over thirty years, have reference solely to 
the original article made by 
J. Mrunav & Son, 
Wholesale Droggists and Pharmaceutists, 183 Broadway, N.Y. 
Sole agents for Frenen Arriric1raL Eyes: have alwaysa large assortment 
on hand, and will furnish to order a single eye, of any desired pattern, in 
thirty days. Agents for the majority of, and Importers of all the French 
medicines in vogue. 
Eyes in sets of 120, for oculists. 
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J & W. Grunow, 343 Fourth 


continue to supply thelr customers with 


MICROSCOPES 
AND 
MICROSCOPICAL APPARATUS, 
And will endeavor to sustain the reputation of their instrument, 
Special attention ts invited to their Students’ Microscopes, which are 


highly recommended by the leading Microseopists of this city, ete. 


Avenue, 


MANUAL OF 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR) MILITARY SURGEONS. 
On the Examination of Recruits and Discharge of Soldiers, 


With an Appendix containing the OMielal Regulations of the Provost 
Marshal General's Burean, and those for the formation of 
the Invalid Corps, ete., ete, 
Prepared at the request of the Sanitary Commission, by 
JOHN ORDRONAU X, M.D... 
Prof. of Med. Jurisprudence, Columbia College, N.Y. 
Ilalf Morocco, Price $1 50, 
Coples sent by Mail Free on receipt of Price. 
Just pu’ lished by 
D. VAN NOSTRAND, 
192 Broadway, N. Y 


Just Published. 
HAMMOND’S HYGIENE. 
A TREATISE: ON ILYGIinNnkes, 
THE MILITARY SERVICE. 


By WILLIAM A. HAMMOND, M.D., 


BURGEON-GENERAL U.S.A, 


SPECIAL 


In one Vol. Svo. Illustrated with numerous Cuts of Medical Instru- 
ments, Plans of Hospitals, ete., ete. 
Price $5 00, 
J.B. LIPPINCOTT & CO,, 
I’usvisnens, 715 and 717 Market St., 
Philadelphia, 


Dr. SS. B. SMITH’S 
ATIONAL DIRECT AND TO-AND-FRO CUR- 
ENT ELECTRO-MAGNETIC MACHINES. 
These are the only instruments with a STRONG SENSATIONAL 


Direct Current in combination with a to-and-fro current known. Price 


$13 and $15. 


SENS. 
R 


THE CROAKING OF A COMPETITOR. 

As 1 have been alluded to by a competitor who claims to have “ Six 
Currents” in his machine, I shall show, from his own words, that he 
has but one current. He says, * The six currents are ——- by 
combinations of three distinct helices, two of which are of fine wire 
This is precisely equivalent to saying, “These six currents or streams 
of water are produced from three pipes. All the ordinary Magnetic 
Machines have but two “ distinct helices,” and yet have but one cur- 
rent, under two modifications, the direct and the to-and-fro current, but 
to get six currents, the third helix of the “Six Current” centrivance 
must produce five currents. Why not give it fifty times five as well 
as five?! Perhaps, however, | do not understand the meaning of this 
great competitor who has multiplied himself into the plural number 
“WE.” Here, for instance, is a barrel. I pour into it whiskey, vine- 
gar, milk, molasses, ink, and uitrie scid. 1 turn the faucet, and out they 
all come together! Perhaps it is in this way these “Six Currents” 
come! 

As regards the premiums spoken of at the last State Fair, I was ab- 
sent and travelling in Europe at the time; and at the Fair at Syracuse, 
having but lately returned, I bad no instrument there on competition ; 
so this, as regards the obloquy against my machine is, like Sancho Pan- 
za’s fight against the windmill. Wait till the next Fair.—Then we'll 
see, 

A reward is offered by my competitor, which he is sure will never 
be given, because the imitating of his contrivance will never be at- 
tempted by me when I have already accomplished it by giving direc- 
tions how it can be done with a bit of wire sive inches long. 

All orders for this great improvement in my Patent Machine will be 
promptly executed, 

Payment can be made to express agents on delivery of goorls. 

Address, 


, 


DR. S. B. SMITH, 
429 Broadway, N. Y. 
Nottce.—I am now preparing for the press a work on the subject of 
Electro- Magnetism, which will contain full directions for its application, 
and a deep research into some of its wonderful phonomena, 
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y anufacturers 


TIEMANN & CO, 
of Surgical Instru- 
MENTS, &e 
No. 63 CHATHAM STREET, NEW YORK. 
OTTO & REYNDERS, 
Manufacturers and Importers of 
Surgical, Orthopedical, and Dental 
Instruments, Trusses, ete., 
D8 Chatham Street, New York. 


The various Splints for Morbus Coxarius, Abdominal Supporters, Shoulder- 
braces, Stockings for Veins, Electric Machines, Ear-Traumpets 
! 


Fracture Splints, Crutches, Syringes, Enemas, Skeletons, Fine Cutlery, ete 


\ rtificial Lees 
Arms, Selpho's Pats ; 


York, i 


Varicose 


and 


nt, 516 Broadway, 


} 

+ 

N s th t t siitpst « for lost 
has ever invent 
Sand f 


irgeon-General, 


4 Val eh, 

VACCINE 
irus of all kinds, perfectly pure, and 
most reliable, used by the leading physi ° 
fortn for transmission to any purt of 
*, Th eta, three, #2 ile charve of eighth-day | 
fifteem points, Single charge, on convex surface of section of 
quill, 20 ets. ; ten, $1. sfrom $1 to $3 to weight. 


Address, Eastern Disyx nsary, 57 Essex Strect, New York, 


‘ans of this city; put up in 
Prices 


Hiphy, on pe 


the world, Single 
Hed quills. 
1h ets: 
according 


Y 2 ‘ © 4 1 
ew England Mutual Lite Ins. Co., 
41 BOSTON AND NEW YORK, ORGANIZED 1843 cTS 

82,350,000, Documents showing the benefits of 

With the advantages of the Mutual plan, and the superior position an 

marked success of this Co., and explaining the different kinds of Policies 
with their methods of payment, may be obtained free of expense, upon 
application, either personally or by mail, to JOUN HOPPER, Agent and 
A Metropolitan Bank Building, 110 Brosdway, New 
York, QR" Parties at a distance may insure from Blanks, which will 
be sorwarded free of expense 


ttorney for the Co,, 


A REMARKABLE INVENTION IN ARTIFICLAL LEGS. 
BY DOUGLAS BLY, M.D. 


ANATOMICAL LEG, 


THE U.S. ARMY AND NAVY LEG, 
The latter ts furnished to Soldiers by the U. 8S. Go- 
vernment, without charge, by applying 
to Dr. BLY. 

by frequent dissections Dr. Bly has succeeded in embodying the prin. 
ciples of the natural leg in an artificial one, and in giving it lateral or side 
motion at the ankle, the same as the natural one. By so doing he has pro 
duced the most complete and successful invention ever attained in artifi- 
cial legs. 

w- A pamphlet, containing full description and illustrations, can be 
had without charge by addressing 


"AN 


DOUGLAS BLY, M.D., 
Either 658 Broapway, New York City, or Rocursrer, New York, or 
CINCINNATI, Ohio, 


Puttalo Medical and Surgical Journal. 
) A MONTHLY PERIODICAL. 


The Buffalo Medical and Surgical Journal is published monthly, contain- 
ing reports of Medical Societies and Hospitals, Editorials, Reviews, Cor- 
respondence, Army News, etc., ete. ; including the usual variety of Medi- 


eal Periodical Publications, 


Specimen copies cent on application, 
$1.00 a year, in advance, 


Terms 
J, F. MINER, M.D., 
Editor Bufgalo Med, and Surg. Jour., 
Buffalo, N.Y. 


‘.. r ‘ b) . 
| yr. Munde’s Water-Cure Establish- 
ment at Florence, Mass. (near Northampton), is large and commo- 
dious, Being very pleasantly situated among the hills of one of the heal- 
thiest parts of New England, and abundantly supplied with the purest and 
coldest granite water (no ice being ever required for cooling it), it offers a 
desirable resort to the profession for such patients as need pure mountain 
air, exercise, a plain nourishing diet, and rest from the turmoil of cities 
and business, with, or without, the applications of Priessnitz’s system of 
therapeutics, as acquired ander its inventor's personal guidance, but mo- 
‘litfied by seientifie principles and thirty years’ experience. The treatment 

is mild, and in every ease adapted to the constitution of the patient, 

Price from $7 to $12 per week 
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WADE & FORD, 
Instrument Makers to the 
NEW YORK, BELLEVUE, AND CITY HOSPITALS, 
Manufacture and Import all kinds of 
SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, APPLIANCES, 
SYRINGES, ere., 

85 Fulton street, New York. 

W. & F. beg leave to call the attention of the Faeulty to the latest and 
most COMPACT veneral operating case, which they have arranged under 
the supervision of Dr, James R. Woop, a full description of which will be 
forwarded upon application. Also, Dr. Lewis A. Sayrer's improved out- 
door Splint for Morses Coxarius, Direction’ for measurements will be 
forwarded when requested, 
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PRICED CATALOGUES WILL BE SENT TO ANY ADDRESS. 

t@™ Agents for Jewett’s Artificial Limbs, which are superior to all 
others 


> 


Ge" Sole Agents for * Ferminichs Irritation Instrument.” Price $3.00, 


“ye . . js . oe 
_Artificial Limbs, for 5 
Inferior and Superior Extremities, by 
E. D HUDSON, M.D., 
CLINTON HU ALL, (up stairs.) Kighth Street, or Astor 
Place, New York. 
FEET for Limbs shortened by Hip Disease, an important 
apparatus, unique and comely, 

Soldiers provided with legs, without cost, by Dr. H., the only one com- 
missioned by the Surgeon-General, U.s.A., for the Northern Division, 

Dr. H., having devoted his attention and practice for fourteen years to 
the subject of Artificial Limnnbs, has made such improvements upen the 
“Palmer Patent,” the right to which is his by purchase, as to render his 
trea ment in this branch of surgery superior to all others. The Surgical 
Adjuvant sent gratis. 
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\ponge Tents and Compressed Sponge, 
L Manufactured by 


MAS ON, 


Dispensing Chemist, 


A. 


251 Erentu AveNnve, cor. TWENTY-THIRD Street, New York, 
Are used by the leading Physicians of New York, and are far superior 
to while the price is considerably below that of the imported, 
Dr. Squibb’s preparations invariably used in the Dispensing Department, 


Trusses, Elastic Stockings, Supporters, Shoulder Braces, ete. 
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